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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to RCE filed on August 1 , 2005. Claims 17, 23, 25, 29, 
30 and were amended, claim 32 was newly added. Claims 17-32 are pending 
examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 1 12 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the 
manner and process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact 
terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which 
it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the 
best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claims, 17, 23, 25, 29, 30 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph, as based on a disclosure which is not enabling. Critical or essential to the 
practice of the invention, but not included in the claim(s) is not enabled by the 
disclosure. See In re Mayhew, 527 F.2d 1229, 188 USPQ 356 (CCPA 1976). The 
newly added matter "without accessing the monitoring apparatus" is not found in the 
specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under 
section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
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applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application 
filed in the United States only if the international application designated the 
United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language. 

3. Claims 17 - 21, 23, 24, 26, 29 - 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Mukaiyama et al U.S. Patent No. 6,631,407 9referred to hereafter 
as Mukaiyama). 

Mukaiyama teaches device management network system , management server , and a 
computer readable medium capable of monitoring the operation status of network 
devices (see abstract). 

As to claim 17, Mukaiyma teaches a transmitting apparatus that communicates 
with a receiving apparatus, the receiving apparatus exchanging data with a monitor 
apparatus that monitors a status of the receiving apparatus, the transmitting apparatus 
comprising: 

a receiver configured to receive, from the monitoring apparatus, status 
information of the receiving apparatus(see col. 1 line 60 - col. 2 line 7 Mukaiyama 
discloses a device network monitoring status system) ; 

a memory configured to store the status information of the receiving 
apparatus(see col. 1 Iines60 col. 2 line 7, Mukaiyama discloses a status information 
storing part for storing the status of devices ; and 

a controller configured to check the status information of the receiving apparatus 
stored in the memory without accessing the monitoring apparatus when destination 
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information of the receiving apparatus is input for a transmission of transmitting data to 
the receiving apparatus, and to notify, to a user of the transmitting apparatus, the status 
information of the receiving apparatus prior to the transmission of the transmitting data 
to the receiving apparatus(see col. 6 lines 8 - 26, Mukaiyama discloses a a control 
panel that enable the user to check the status of a printing device). 

As to claim 1 8, Mukaiyma teaches the transmitting apparatus according to claim 
17, wherein the status information of the receiving apparatus comprises one of power 
being turned ON and power being turned OFF (see col. 5 line 55 - col. 6 line 7). 

As to claim 19, Mukaiyma teaches the transmitting apparatus according to claim 
17, wherein the status information of the receiving apparatus comprises an indication 
that the receiving apparatus is unable to receive the transmitting data (see col. 5 line 66 
- col. 6 line 7). 

As to claim 20, Mukaiyma teaches the transmitting apparatus according to claim 
17, wherein the status information of the receiving apparatus comprises an indication 
that the receiving apparatus is unable to print the transmitting data (see col. 5 line 66 - 
col. 6 line 7). 

As to claim 21, Mukaiyma teaches the transmitting apparatus according to claim 
17 further comprising a one-touch button, the memory storing the status information of 
the receiving apparatus corresponding to the one-touch button, the controller checking 
the status information of the receiving apparatus when the one-touch button 
corresponding to the receiving apparatus is selected (see col. 6 lines 15 - 26). 

As to claim 23, Mukaiyma teaches a monitoring apparatus, comprising: 



Application/Control Number: 09/995,696 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2157 

a communicator configured to communicate data with a receiving apparatus to 
receive status information of the receiving apparatus, the receiving apparatus storing . 
destination information of a predetermined transmitting apparatus, and to receive, from 
the receiving apparatus, the destination information of the transmitting apparatus(see 
col.1 line 60 - col. 2 line 7); and 

a controller configured to transmit, to the predetermined .transmitting apparatus, 
the status information of the receiving apparatus, based on the received destination 
information of the predetermined transmitting apparatus, whereby the predetermined 
transmitting apparatus notifies, to a user of the predetermined transmitting apparatus, 
the status information of the receiving apparatus prior to a transmission of transmitting 
data to the receiving apparatus without accessing the monitoring apparatus (see col. 6 
lines 8 - 26). 

As to claim 24, Mukaiyma teaches the monitoring apparatus according to claim 
23, wherein, when the receiving apparatus is turned ON, the communicator receives the 
status information of the connected receiving apparatus, using a TRAP message (see 
col. 3 lines 27 - 32). 

As to claim 26, Mukaiyma teaches a receiving apparatus, comprising; 

a communicator configured to exchange data with a monitoring apparatus that 
monitors a status of the receiving apparatus(see col. 3 lines 27 - 32); 

a memory configured to store destination information of a predetermined 
transmitting apparatus(see col. 1 lines 60 - col. 2 line 7).; 
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a controller configured to transmit, to the monitoring apparatus, an address of the 
transmitting apparatus, to collect status information within the receiving apparatus, and 
to transmit, to the monitoring apparatus, the collected status information of the receiving 
apparatus, whereby the monitoring apparatus transmits, to the predetermined 
transmitting apparatus, the status information of the receiving apparatus, based on the 
destination information of the predetermined transmitting apparatus, and the 
predetermined transmitting apparatus notifies, to a user of the predetermined 
transmitting apparatus, the status information of the receiving apparatus prior to a 
transmission of transmitting data to the receiving apparatus without accessing the 
monitoring apparatus (see col. 5 lines 55 - col. 6 line 7). 

As to claim 29, Mukaiyma teaches a method for transmitting data using a 
transmitting apparatus, the transmitting apparatus communicating with a receiving 
apparatus, the receiving apparatus exchanging data with a monitor apparatus that 
monitors a status of the receiving apparatus, the method comprising: 

receiving, from the monitoring apparatus, status information of the receiving 
apparatus(see col. 1 line 60 - col. 2 line 7); 

storing the status information of the receiving apparatus without accessing the 
monitoring apparatus ( see col. 6 lines 42 - 50); 

examining the stored status information of the receiving( see col. 6 lines 42 - 50); 

and 
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notifying, to a user of the transmitting apparatus, the status information of the 
receiving apparatus prior to transmitting the transmitting data to a selected receiving 
apparatus(seefig. 5). 

As to claim 30, Mukaiyma teaches a method for monitoring a receiving 
apparatus, using a monitoring apparatus, the monitoring apparatus exchanging data 
with the receiving apparatus, the method comprising: 

receiving, from the receiving apparatus, status information of the receiving . 
apparatus, the receiving apparatus storing destination information of a predetermined 
transmitting apparatus(see col. 5 line 55 - col. 6 line 35).; 

receiving, from the receiving apparatus, the destination information of the 
transmitting apparatus(see col. 1 line 60 - col. 2 line 7);. 

storing the destination information of the predetermined transmitting apparatus 
and transmitting, to the predetermined transmitting apparatus, the status information of 
the receiving apparatus, based on the stored destination information of the 
predetermined transmitting apparatus, whereby the predetermined transmitting 
apparatus notifies, to a user of the predetermined transmitting apparatus, the status 
information of the receiving apparatus prior to a transmission of transmitting data to the 
receiving apparatus without accessing the monitoring apparatus (see col. 1 line 60 - 
col. 2 line 7); 

As to claim 31 , Mukaiyma teaches a method for controlling a receiving 
apparatus, the receiving apparatus exchanging data with a monitoring apparatus, the 
method comprising; 
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storing destination information of a predetermined transmitting apparatus(see col. 
1 line 60 -col. 2 line 7); 

transmitting, to the monitoring apparatus, the destination information of the 
transmitting apparatus(see col. 6 lines 8 - 26); 

collecting status information within the receiving apparatus(see col. 5 line 55 - 
col. 6 lines 15).; and 

transmitting, to the monitoring apparatus, the status information of the receiving 
apparatus, whereby the monitoring apparatus transmits, to the predetermined 
transmitting apparatus, the status information of the receiving apparatus, based on the 
destination information of the predetermined transmitting apparatus, and the 
predetermined transmitting apparatus notifies, to a user of the predetermined 
transmitting apparatus, the status information of the receiving apparatus prior to a 
transmission of transmitting data to the receiving apparatus( see col. 6 lines 42 - 50). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 
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4. Claim 22, 25, 27, 28 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mukaiyama in view of Amit et al. U.S .Patent No. 6,259,538 (referred 
to hereafter as Amit). 

As to claim 22, 25, 27, 28 and 32 Mukaiyama teaches the invention above. 
Mukaiyama does not explicitly teach where in the transmitting and receiving operations 
comprises as internet facsimile apparatus, however Amit teaches the transmission of 
IP packets from a transmission party fax to a receiving party fax over a network (see 
col. 3 line 1 5 - col. 4 line 35). It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in 
the art to incorporate the teachings of transmitting the packets from transmission party 
fax to a receiving party fax to enable the sender to receive a confirmation notification of 
a transmitted data or message. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sargon N. Nano whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4007. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 hour. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571 ) 272-4001 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Sargon Nano 
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